Connecting planners and planning across the Commonwealth

CAP NEWSLETTER – JANUARY 2018
Welcome to the January CAP Newsletter sharing news of activities by our members around the
world.
The main activities since the last newsletter have been welcoming the Institute of Town
Planners, India to CAP, being part of a major new climate change group with the UN, progress
on the Rapid Urbanisation project with the Prince’s Foundation for Building Community and
preparing for World Urban Forum 9 in Malaysia in February and the Commonwealth Summit
(previously known as CHOGM) in London in April.
CAP is also pleased to be providing
assistance to the Fiji Planners Association (FiPA) who are currently forming – congratulations to
that group!
This newsletter will feature highlights of 2017 and key activities of the year ahead.

WUF 9

Cities 2030, Cities for all: Implementing the New Urban Agenda
The Ninth Session of the World Urban Forum will be the first session to focus on the
implementation of the New Urban Agenda adopted in Habitat III. WUF9 will be instrumental to
substantively feed into the inputs for the first report of the implementation of the New Urban
Agenda.

The Theme of the Ninth session of the World Urban Forum (WUF9) “Cities 2030, Cities for All:
Implementing the New Urban Agenda” – places the Forum’s focus on the New Urban Agenda as
a tool and accelerator for achieving Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Development Goals.
WUF9 therefore provides a great opportunity to garner the efforts of all relevant actors to
deliberate on, identify and commit to implementation of concrete solutions for the
transformative commitments made in the New Urban Agenda (which are also fully aligned with
the Sustainable Development Goals)
CAP will be represented by President Dyan Currie and New Zealand CAP Vice-President Bryce
Julyan. Dyan and Bryce will be involved in multiple presentations and roundtables.

Commonwealth Summit - Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM)
Preparations are well advanced for the next CHOGM, which will be held in London during week
commencing 16 April 2018 under the theme of “Towards a Common Future”. In the same week
that Heads of Government meet four forums will be held – People’s Forum, Women’s Forum,
Youth Forum and Business Forum. CAP is working in close liaison with the organisers to
promote key messages about the importance of planning and they are seeking active
involvement in each of the Forums where possible.
As a recognised Commonwealth organisation CAP has an opportunity with other
Commonwealth organisations to participate in a meeting of High Commissioners and others
from Commonwealth countries at Marlborough House, London in advance of CHOGM – the
meeting is known as the “Committee of the Whole”. CAP and the Commonwealth Association
of Architects (CAA) have been invited to represent all Commonwealth Civil Society Organisations
and lead the preparation of a paper on Sustainable Development to be presented to High
Commissioners. It is a privilege for CAP and CAA to be invited to take this lead role and Clive
Harridge has been working closely on this with Peter Oborn from CAA. CAP presented a draft of
the paper at a briefing on Sustainable Development in the Commonwealth hosted by the
London School of Business and Management.
Viral Desai, CAP Young Planners’ Network Coordinator, is working with the young architects
from CAA to produce a Manifesto focused on the contribution young planners and architects
can make to help deliver SDG 11 – to make cities and human settlements safe, resilient and
sustainable. It is hoped that the Manifesto in its final form will be presented by Viral and
colleagues to the Youth Forum.
The UKs Royal Town Planning Institute is organising a series of events in the lead up to CHOGM
to mark the significance of this event for the UK and wider CAP members. Key events being
organised include:




“Think Planning - Think Global” – seminar at the University of Birmingham focussed on
planning challenges in the Commonwealth. Speakers include former CAP President
Professor Cliff Hague and Clive Harridge.
Evening lecture on the Commonwealth by Sir Terry Farrell – recipient of the RTPIs Gold
Medal.
International dinner hosted by RTPI President John Acres.




Evening seminar on urban challenges in the Commonwealth organised by RTPI London –
speakers to include RTPI President John Acres.
Policy Round table hosted by the UK Built Environment Policy Group.

CAP Questionnaire Survey of the Planning Profession in the Commonwealth
CAP is undertaking a questionnaire survey of all Commonwealth countries to gain a better
understanding of the planning profession in the Commonwealth. The questionnaire has been
sent to all CAP members and other national planning associations in Commonwealth countries
where known. The questionnaire covers all aspects of the profession and matches similar
surveys being undertaken of architecture, surveying and engineering professions. The
responses to the questionnaire will be analysed and be available to feed into events leading up
to and during CHOGM. By combining the results of the questionnaires across four built
environment professions we will gain better understanding of the capacity and ability of the
professions to help tackle the key challenges in the Commonwealth and the delivery of a more
sustainable future.

Planning for Rapid Urbanisation initiative
This initiative was launched by HRH Prince Charles at CAPs last Business meeting in Fiji in
November 2016. The work is being led by the Prince’s Foundation for Building Community with
the support of CAP and other organisations. The overall aim is to develop an online tool as a
model to support the development of appropriate planning approaches to be used in locations
faced with rapid urbanisation. The model is in an advance state of preparation and is currently
being pilot tested in the city of Bo, Sierra Leone.

South African Planning Education Research project (SAPER)
CAP is a supporter of the SAPER project, which is reviewing approaches to planning education in
the UK and South Africa. The research is being led by Dr Lauren Andres from the University of
Birmingham in conjunction with the University of Bloemfontein in South Africa. As part of the
work CAP is working with the SAPER team to develop an online ‘CAP Platform’ for sharing
practice experience including best practice case studies from across the Commonwealth. The
CAP Platform is an exciting initiative, which will provide an excellent opportunity for planners
across the Commonwealth to share experience. Watch this space for further developments
during 2018!

UN “Planners for Climate Action” initiative (P4CA)
CAP was represented at the United Nations COP23 Climate Change conference held in Bonn in
October/November 2017. At the conference CAP helped launch the UNs “Planners for Climate
Action” initiative which was led by Dr Joan Clos, UN-Habitat Executive Director and Said Mouline
Director General of AMEE (Moroccan Agency for Energy Efficiency). The Planners for Climate
Action initiative aims to bring global, regional and national associations of planning professionals
and planning educators together to ensure that their expertise is incorporated into discussion
and action. Further actions to implement and promote the initiative took place at World Urban
Forum 9 held in Kuala Lumpur in February 2018.

Planners from around the world meeting in Bonn to launch P4CA

Institute of Town Planners, India (ITPI)
CAP members were pleased to welcome ITPI in July last year. President Dyan Currie and
Secretary General Clive Harridge attended the International Conference on ‘Future of Cities:
Opportunities and Challenges’ in New Delhi and participated in extensive discussions regarding
the planning profession.

ITPI are currently organising their next Congress ‘Urban Environmental Planning: Consequences
and Challenges’ at Hyderabad 2-4 February.

CAP Business Meeting: Cape Town
CAP is pleased to announce that its next biennial Business Meeting will be held in Cape Town on
14 October 2018 hosted by the South African Planning Institute (SAPI). The Meeting will take
place alongside the international “Planning Africa 2018 Conference to be held at the Cape Town
International Convention Centre 14-17 October. Attendees at the CAP Business Meeting will
have discounted access to the Conference. CAP is also looking to provide financial support for a
number of young planners to attend the Business Meeting and Conference.
Planning Africa 2018 seeks to explore: How can planners use existing and future urbanisation
processes to support cities and regions grow in ways that reflect social and economic values?
What is the ideal, future or modern African city? What are the messages, concerns and issues
planners need to communicate to policymakers and leaders, and what are the tools and
solutions planning offers?
Sub-themes for conference papers are: Social Justice and the Right to the City, Inclusive and
Transformative Growth, Sustainable and Resilient Cities, Sustainable Neighbourhoods and Placemaking, Shelter and Meeting Basic Needs, Public Transport and Transit Oriented Development
and Sustainable Urban Management
SAPI is seeking the participation of planners, members of the built environment and allied
disciplines as well as academics to participate as peer reviewers to comment on abstracts and
papers received.

Planning Africa /

Conference 2018

News from Fiji – a Planning Association in the making
The group of urban and regional planners in Fiji had already started seriously thinking about
forming an association as now the headcount had reached 21. The group was given an extra
boost when, during the CAP conference held in Fiji in 2016, they met with CAP, NZPI and PIA
who pledged their support to get the Fiji group up and running.
The Fiji Planners Association (FiPA) core committee has since met several times over the course
of 2017 to fine tune the constitution, the by-laws, the membership and fees criteria and
organisation structure. The drafts were presented at the FiPA inaugural meeting in August 2017
at the University of the South Pacific lecture hall. It was an awesome turnout! It was decided at
the meeting that the AGM would take place in Q1 2018.
Four new planning graduates have since returned from overseas studies; two of them have now
started work at the Department of Town and Country Planning.

Fiji Planners Association inaugural meeting August 2017 – Suva, Fiji. Note: the gentleman
sitting in the front is Mr Pita Nacuva, the first Director of Town Planning in Fiji (1970).

News from Canada

Save the Date: Canadian Institute of Planners Conference 2018 & 2019
CIP welcomes planners from around the world. Experience planning from a Canadian
perspective through knowledge sharing and networking at the next CIP Conference:


Canadian Institute of Planners (CIP)/ Manitoba Professional Planners Institute (MPPI)
Conference, Winnipeg, Manitoba, July 19-22, 2018.
CIP and the Manitoba Professional Planners Institute hosts the SOUL 2018 Conference in
Winnipeg, Manitoba.
“At SOUL 2018, the program will challenge you to reflect on what SOUL means to the
Planning Community across Canada, to mesh the practical with the thoughtful, through
the lens of our dynamic city and regional landscapes.” www.cip-icu.ca/Soul_2018



Canadian Institute of Planners (CIP), Ottawa, Ontario, July 3-6, 2019.
CIP hosts its conference in Ottawa, Ontario and celebrates its 100th anniversary.

CIP’s centenary will be a year of celebration and activities that will increase public
awareness of CIP and the appreciation for the work and contributions of Canadian
professional planners.




Climate Change Committee will be reviewing and updating the Climate Change
Policy and tools
Healthy Communities Committee is developing a policy on Healthy Communities in
Canada
Managing Assets for Sustainable Communities: A CIP Training Series

News from Belize
BELIZE ASSOCIATION OF PLANNERS
READY! SET! OFF! FOR 2018

BAP’s delegation at CUF7

The Belize Association of Planners (BAP) is in ready, set and off mode for 2018, having recently
concluded a very successful Annual General Meeting in Hopkins Village, Stann Creek District, on
September 30th, 2017.
At that meeting, the President reported on the work of the association for 2016-2017. Some key
highlights were an increase in BAP’s partnerships from 10 to 19 or by 90%, and the hosting of
Caribbean Urban Forum 2017 (CUF7), in collaboration with Daryl Bradley, the Mayor of Belize
City and the Belize City Council, and the Caribbean Network for Urban Land Management.
This was Belize's first year hosting a CUF. CUF7 focused on Pathways to Urban Sustainability
[Green] Energy, Economy and Space. Over 43 papers were presented and a diverse national,
regional, and international audience of over 200 people, who represented government, private
sector, civil society, development partners and academia participated.

Another highlight of 2018 was the successful completion of a Coastal and Marine Land Use and
Land Tenure Project (CAMLULTP). This project was conducted in partnership with the World
Wildlife Foundation, through a $64,500.00 USD grant facility. The main deliverables of
CAMLULTP were a digital land information geospatial database and analysis and a land use and
land tenure conflict report for 14,987 parcels within the 1-3 KM coastline of Belize, and for 224
development sites in its marine environment. This was a flagship accomplishment under BAP’s
Building Coastal Resilience to Climate Change Programme. BAP is currently exploring
opportunities to build on this programme.

.
Keisha third from left arriving in USA

During 2017, Keisha Rodriguez, Director of Communications, Networking and Outreach
represented BAP at Habitat III Conference held in Quito, Ecuador and at the Young Leaders
Initiative of America (YLIA) Programme in the USA, the latter sponsored by the US Department
of State Bureau of Education and Cultural Affairs. Carolyn Trench-Sandiford, the President,
represented BAP at the Caribbean Sustainable Development Forum in Aruba.
BAP also participated in several local committee meetings and forums in 2017, including but not
limited to the Children’s Agenda, the Japan-Caribbean Climate Change Project, Belize Growth
and Sustainable Development Strategy and the IDB Emerging Sustainable Cities Initiative. These
BAP actions continue to heighten BAP’s visibility and value as a strategic partner in influencing
and shaping national and regional dialogue and policies. In addition, BAP benefited from a grant
of $5,000.00 USD from OAK Foundation for operational support.

Dr Kareem Usher and Dr Judith Cuadro Cardona

In 2018, BAP embarks on its Building Urban Resilience to Climate Change Programme (BURCCP)
in Belize City, having received approval for a $50,000.00 USD from the UNDP GEF-SGF Facility.
The goal of this project is to create and sustain a community of urban climate change
practitioners engaged in building climate change resiliency of people, ecosystems and buildings
and infrastructure.
BURCCP will pilot demonstration projects in three vulnerable communities in Belize City. It is
expected that BURCCP will benefit approximately 2,500 persons. BAP is partnering with multiple
actors in this project, including Dr. Kareem Usher, Assistant Professor and Director, College of
Engineering City and Regional Planning, the Ohio State University and Dr. Judith Cuadro Cardona,
Director, Center for Disaster Risk Policy, Emergency Management & Homeland Security Program,
Florida State University who will be leading graduate students from their respective universities
to conduct field work with this project. For more on our work, visit us at @
www.belizeplanners.org and www.Facebook.com/Belize_Association_Of_Planners

News from Ghana

G
The Ghana Institute of Planners held its AGM in November in Accra and had 350 in attendance.

The theme was: Planning for Sustainable Affordable Housing Development. A Round Table
Discussion was chosen for the deliberation as the Institute wanted to develop a position paper
on affordable housing at the end of the AGM.
The conclusion was that the definition of affordable housing was a misnomer as there is no
house which is not affordable. It depends on one’s income and the type of house in question.
However, if the government wants to build houses for the population, it should target income
levels and provide them with houses at the rate close or equal in price to what they are
currently occupying. There should not be subsidies.
On the 25th, there was induction of 106 who were admitted as new corporate members into the
Institute; the highest singular admission in the history of the Institute.
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News from Zambia

President Cooper Chibomba
A New Dawn for Planning in Zambia
A new wave of planning has dawned on Zambia. As the Country endeavors to address its urban
problems, it has come to fore that Planners are at the centre of the solution and that to unravel
the myriad of challenges being faced, one must first find the planner.
Today, Zambia has realized that planning is the first stop in achieving sustainable human
settlements and influencing growth and development in the Country. Thus we have seen
Government streamlining the legal framework in planning by repealing the old and archaic Town
and Country Planning Act, CAP 283 of the Laws of Zambia and replacing it with a more refined
and responsive Urban and Regional Planning Act, No.3 of 2015. Added to this is emphasis on
Integrated Development Planning, squatter upgrading and the formulation of a policy to address
rapid urbanization and harness the growth of cities for development.
Great strides have been made in engaging and creating working rapport with various players in
development including Government, counterpart professional institutes, academia, the private
sector and civil society. This has seen the Zambia Institute of Planners being awarded the
prestigious 2017 Private Sector Award under the “Drivers of Change” in Johannesburg, South
Africa for the Institute’s contribution to promoting women in the planning process.

It is clear that the rebirth of planning in the Country has facilitated great strides, with the
realization that planning must be at the centre of development being the most significant to
solving Zambia’s urban problems. Suffice to say, the planning profession has a long road to
realizing the planning dream. There remains much to be done. However, the future is bright,
going by the Zambia Institute of Planner’s mantra, “Together we are stronger and we can
overcome!”.

CAP Details
For over 40 years CAP has promoted planning around the world. It has influenced the way
people and governments think about planning. CAP captures the very essence of planning with
its strong sense of purpose in ensuring planning plays an essential role and creating a strong
sense of identity across the Commonwealth with a strong ethos of working together. Most of its
activities are carried out by volunteers from professional planning institutes across the
Commonwealth. Together these institutes have a combined membership of over 40,000 people.

For more information visit: www.commonwealth-planners.org
Contact us: annette.odonnell@rtpi.org.uk
CAP is a charity registered in Scotland SC 034482

