SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
MODULE 1: WHAT IS A LEADER? (SEPTEMBER 24, 2021)
Eleanor Mohammed RPP, MCIP
Edmonton, AB
Eleanor Mohammed RPP, MCIP, is the President of the Commonwealth
Association of Planners, Co-Chair of the UN-Habitat Professionals Forum,
and the Founder/Principal of Strategic and Resilient Together. She is an
executive leader with over 16 years of public, private, and not-for-profit
sector planning experience. Eleanor has led a variety of projects including
the preparation of statutory and strategic governance documents; policy
and guideline development; stakeholder engagement; and various land use
planning, sustainable development, innovation, and economic initiatives.
She is a passionate professional who regularly speaks and presents at
international events on city building. With the end of her term in 2020,
Eleanor had the distinct honour of being the longest serving President of
the Canadian Institute of Planners. Eleanor is an international champion for
the planning profession, climate action, healthy communities, technology
adaptation, and sustainability.

MODULE 2: SELF AWARENESS AND EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE (OCTOBER 29, 2021)
Natalie Persaud RPP, MCIP
Ottawa, ON
Natalie Persaud RPP, MCIP, has over 10 years of planning experience. She
holds a Bachelor in Political Science and a Masters in Environmental
Studies (Planning). She joined the City of Ottawa in 2010, where she has
predominantly worked as a Development Planner for the urban and rural
areas. In 2018, she joined the Planning Policy team where she is currently
working on the City’s brand new Official Plan. Outside of professional
planning, Natalie is a yoga and fitness instructor. She is a proponent for
mindfulness and goal setting, and strongly believes in the value of
mentorship.

MODULE 3: TEAMS AND EQUITY, DIVERSITY & INCLUSION (DECEMBER 2, 2021)
Deputy Mayor Steve Anderson, Barrister
Shelburne, ON
Steve Anderson is the Deputy Mayor for the Town of Shelburne and a
Regional Councillor for the County of Dufferin. Steve is also a practicing
litigation lawyer with the Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) with over 17
years of experience where he has received numerous awards including
the Award of Merit in 2011 for his outstanding contributions to the TTC
and the citizens of Toronto.
Steve has extensive community service that includes serving as the
former Vice-President for the Ontario College of Kinesiology, Citizen
Appointment for the City of Brampton Task Force, Board Member with
Prologue to the Performing Arts, and a Board Member with the
Community Care Access Centre (CCAC). Steve currently serves as a
Director for Defence Construction Canada. Regarding personal
accomplishments, Steve was proud to be named by the Toronto Star as
one of the Top 50 Jamaicans in the GTA in 2013 and equally proud to be
acknowledged by the House of Commons for his community service in
the same year. In 2021, Steve released his highly anticipated
autobiography, Driven to Succeed: From the “Infamous” Jane and Finch
Community to the Privileged Seats of Town Hall to be used a resource tool
to inspire youths to dream big. Steve is a strong believer in family and is a
proud father of two children, Asia and Devante.

MODULE 4: COMMUNICATION (JANUARY 13, 2022)
Jason Syvixay RPP, MCIP
Edmonton, AB
Jason Syvixay RPP, MCIP is an urban planner and PhD candidate
who convenes dialogue around pressing urban issues. He has
helped to build safe, resilient, and equitable places and policies
through his work at the Downtown Winnipeg BIZ, HTFC Planning &
Design, and the City of Edmonton. Jason was the 2020 recipient of
the CIP President's Award for Young Planners.

MODULE 5: INTERNAL CONFLICT RESOLUTION (FEBRUARY 25, 2022)
Kristy Kilbourne RPP, MCIP
Pickering, ON
Kristy Kilbourne RPP, MCIP is a Senior Planner in the Policy and Special
Studies Division, Planning and Economic Development Department, at the
Region of Durham. Prior to joining the Region of Durham, she worked at a
few of Durham's lower-tier area municipalities in Planning roles, as well as
Sustainability. Kristy has been involved in many aspects of Durham
Region's Climate Change Planning efforts in her various professional
capacities and roles since 2010. Kristy holds a B.A. Hons. Degree in
Environmental and Resource Studies from Trent University and a Master in
Environmental Studies (Planning) degree from York University and is a
member of OPPI's Oak Ridges District Leadership Team.

MODULE 6: EXTERNAL CONFLICT RESOLUTION (MARCH 24, 2022)
Guy Patterson RPP, MCIP, Barrister and Solicitor
Vancouver, BC
Guy Patterson RPP, MCIP, completed his law degree at UBC and clerked at
the British Columbia Supreme Court before articling at Young Anderson.
He was called to the bar and joined the firm as an associate in March 2014.
Before law school Guy worked as a planner for local governments and
non-profit organizations in British Columbia, and for a brief stint in
Johannesburg, South Africa. He now maintains a general practice in
municipal law with a focus on land use planning and regulation. Outside
the office, he spends most of his time with his wife and their four children.

MODULE 7: ACCOUNTABILITY & ETHICS (APRIL 29, 2022)
Leela Viswanathan, PhD, RPP, FCIP
Kingston, ON
Dr. Leela Viswanathan RPP, FCIP, is Principal and Founder of Viswali
Consulting. As a human-centered planner, Leela has over 20 years of
experience managing and executing systems change in the not-for-profit
and government sectors, and in academia. She focuses her skills and
emotional intelligence to develop collaborative approaches to planning,
policy making, and community relationship building. As an enterprising
scholar, she draws from over a decade of experience as an award-winning
university teacher and qualitative researcher in urban planning and
geography. As a forward-thinking strategist, she is happiest when cocreating knowledge and developing strategies for overcoming adversity
and solving problems for social impact.

MODULE 8: BUSINESS & STRATEGIC PLANNING (JUNE 3, 2022)
Andy Fillmore, MP
Halifax, NS
Andy Fillmore is the Member of Parliament for Halifax and Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Infrastructure and Communities. First elected
in 2015, he previously served as Parliamentary Secretary for Canadian
Heritage, as well as for Democratic Institutions, and served as Chair of the
House of Commons Standing Committee on Indigenous Affairs.
Before politics, Andy spent twenty years as an urban planner and
community builder in the private, public, and academic sectors. He held
varied positions, including Manager of Urban Design for the City of Halifax,
Director of the Dalhousie University School of Planning, and Vice President,
Planning & Development of the Waterfront Development Corporation
Limited (now DevelopNS). Andy attended Acadia University and holds
graduate degrees from Harvard University (Design Studies) and Dalhousie
University (Urban and Rural Planning).

