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About Us

• Michael Fox, President, ICE
• Qasim Saddique, Principal, Suslop
• Jointly we represent road projects led by 2 First Nations in Northern 

Ontario



Third World Conditions
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Ontario’s Far North Act





Inter-Relationship of Planning and EA Components



Transition to Being a Proponent
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MFFN Guiding Principles



WFN’s Three Tier Approach



Elder’s Guiding Principles

Core principles adopted in the ToR Consultation Plan:

• Mutual recognition of inherent rights;
• Mutual recognition of ancestral knowledge;
• Mutual recognition of traditional knowledge and practices;
• Mutual recognition of clan families and relationships;
• Mutual recognition of sustainable livelihood; and
• Mutual recognition of traditional protocols



Broad Consultation Requirements



Indigenous Knowledge
Purpose: to collect information on traditional 
land use areas, sacred sites and other cultural 
important locations in the Study Area for both 
historic and current use of lands and resources 
for traditional purposes. 

Indigenous Knowledge will be considered in all 
aspects of the Project.



Capacity Opportunities



MFFN and WFN Insights

• Link to video: 
https://onedrive.live.com/?authkey=%21AKKsF2rY8NOGx24&cid=08B8
1A6C8FACAD99&id=8B81A6C8FACAD99%2167927&parId=root&o=One
Up

6:00 min to 12:07 and 13:30 to 18:49 and 19:09 to 26:50

https://onedrive.live.com/?authkey=%21AKKsF2rY8NOGx24&cid=08B81A6C8FACAD99&id=8B81A6C8FACAD99%2167927&parId=root&o=OneUp
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Takeaways 
• This is about economic reconciliation 
• 2 First Nations are proponents of roads to the Ring of Fire
• Being a proponent is hard work but its possible
• Just because you are a First Nation proponent does not mean you 

don’t need to consult with the nations
• Other First Nations may not support the project and some may even 

oppose it (and that is okay)
• Just because you are a proponent does not mean that all past 

challenges and prejudice are gone… they linger and persist… some 
will continue to question if you really are a proponent 



Questions to Consider

• How can project development as a proponent lead to economic 
reconciliation? 

• How can you support First Nation proponency as planners?



See you in Toronto in September 2022!

• Conference on Indigenous led projects
• September 27-28 in Toronto 



Meegwetch!

Michael Fox
(807) 472-6147

michael.fox@indigenousengagement.ca

Qasim Saddique 
(416) 830-6544

qsaddique@Suslop.com


