
The Land We Walk On: 
Reconciliation and Decolonizing Planning in Education

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talia:Welcome everyone and thank you for attending the CIP World Town Planning Day Student Symposium. We are very excited to share with you our presentation: The Land We walk on: reconciliation and decolonizing planning in education.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talia/Pallavi:I am Talia and as a Graduate assistant researcher, my project is titled Decolonizing Planning History | and I am Pallavi my project is titled Education for Reconciliation.



Land 
Acknowledgment

Calgary, Alberta, Canada.

We are located on the traditional territories
of the people of the Treaty 7 region in
Southern Alberta. This includes the Blackfoot
Confederacy (comprising the Siksika, Piikani,
and Kainai First Nations), as well as the
Tsuut’ina First Nation, and the Stoney
Nakoda (including the Chiniki, Bearspaw,
and Wesley First Nations). The City of
Calgary is also home to Métis Nation of
Alberta, Region 3.

Image source: Fort Calgary

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pallavi:We are based in Calgary, Alberta, Canada. The Calgary area where the Bow and Elbow rivers meet, is a place of confluence, where the sharing of ideas and opportunities naturally come together. Indigenous peoples have their own names for this area that have been in use long before settlers named this place Calgary. We would like to acknowledge that we - and our projects - are located on the traditional territories of the people of the Treaty 7 region in Southern Alberta. This includes the Blackfoot Confederacy (comprising the Siksika, Piikani, and Kainai First Nations), as well as the Tsuut’ina First Nation, and the Stoney Nakoda (including the Chiniki, Bearspaw, and Wesley First Nations). The City of Calgary is also home to Métis Nation of Alberta, Region 3. 



The Challenge

Planning history in Canada is 
intricately interwoven with 

colonialism.
Image source: Library and Archives
Canada Blog

Image source:
Manitoba Historical Society

Image source: Kalmakov

Image source: CTV News Calgary

Image source: Katherine Fry

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talia:As planning practitioners, our role is in creating strong communities through the design of the built environment. But understanding historical planning practice is also an important part of our responsibilities. In reflecting upon planning history, current planning practices are intricately interwoven with the colonial ways of settling the land. Historical colonial practices that still exist today are, for example, the land survey system and legislative government frameworks that legislate land use and management. These colonial practices in Canada have completely ignored indigenous ways of using and managing the land; people who occupied this land long before colonizers settled it.So, the question becomes, what does the planning profession have to do to acknowledge the needs and rights of Indigenous people and revolutionize planning approaches and our discipline - developing a new and more inclusive vision for collaborative land stewardship? The Truth and Reconciliation Commission has prepared the ground for reflection and the construction of a parallel path forward. Understanding the history and its interpretation is an important element to be able to develop a new vision and future – and to change planning approaches and education. 



The Projects

Education for Reconciliation

Project Funder: 
2022 ii'taa'poh'to'p Capacity Building 
Grant, University of Calgary

Grant Holder:
Dr. Fabian Neuhaus,
fabian.neuhaus@ucalgary.ca

Project Lead: 
Sandra Abegglen, 
sandra.abegglen@ucalgary.ca

GAR: 
Pallavi Singh
pallavi.singh@ucalgary.ca

Decolonizing Planning History

Related to: Planning History and 
Theory, SAPL, University of Calgary

Project and Course Lead:
Dr. Fabian Neuhaus,
fabian.neuhaus@ucalgary.ca

GAR: 
Talia Mimura
talia.mimura@ucalgary.ca

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pallavi: We are each doing individual research projects on this subject, under the guidance of Dr. Fabian Neuhaus and Sandra Abegglen. We started our projects in September of this year.We will now delve in deeper into each of our research projects, the work we have each done so far, and some collective reflections to date.
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mailto:talia.mimura@ucalgary.ca


Decolonizing Planning History 
(DPH)
This project aims to foster a discussion about the history of planning in Canada 
and its impact on Indigenous people.

Key Questions Addressed:
• What impacts do documents like the Treaty 7 have on First Nations and Metis 

communities and on modern planning approaches?

• How should students and practitioners read and interpret the signed Treaty 
documents?

• What is the meaning of the Territorial Acknowledgement in the context of 
the design disciplines?

• What could "decolonization" mean?

• How can the planning profession work towards implementing the TRC 
recommendations?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talia: My project, Decolonizing Planning History aims to foster a discussion about the history of planning in Canada and its impact on Indigenous people while also preparing the content and materials for Planning History and Theory course at SAPL, running in the Winter semester of 2023.Key questions...



Our Work so far

Decolonizing Planning History

 Explored literature:
• Treaty 7
• Indian Act
• Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission, Report and 
Recommendations

• United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples

• First Nations Land Advisory Board 
Framework Agreement

• Many more...
 Treaty 7 installation at SAPL (an 

installation in progress)

Picture from Treaty 7 Installation at University of Calgary

Picture from Treaty 7 Installation at University of Calgary

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talia: My work so far has involved explorations of various documents and literature.I used the Treaty 7 document as a baseline for my work, which led to the Treaty 7 installation on campus. It is a collection of legislative documents since the 1600's that contributed to colonialization and the establishment of the provinces and the country as we know it today. The installation includes a blown up version of all 10 pages of the Treaty 7 document, a timeline of historical Government Acts, and coming soon, maps of the First Nations lands as we understand them prior, during, and after colonialization. The purpose of the installation is to bring awareness to the contents of the original Treaty 7 text, the context that surrounds its creation, and finally, to encourage students and faculty at SAPL (School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape) to reflect on the impacts of these documents. 



Treaty 7

Obligations of the 'Indians':
to "hereby cede, release, surrender, and yield up to the 
Government of Canada for Her Majesty the Queen and 
her successors for ever, all their rights, titles, and privileges 
whatsoever to the lands included within the following 
limits." Image source: The True Spirit and Original Intent of Treaty 7

Objectives of Her Majesty:
"to open up for settlement the tract of country“

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talia:What is a treaty? Treaties are agreements made between the Government of Canada and First Nations people, and sometimes provinces and territories. They generally established continuing Treaty rights and benefits in exchange for land. Treaty 7 was an agreement between Government of Canada and the Blackfoot Confederacy and its allies.Today, Canada and the First Nations have differing views on the intent, interpretation, and implementation of the Treaties. Canada's intent, based on the written Treaty 7 document, was to "open up for settlement the tract of country", which was the boundaries of Treaty 7. To do so, the Treaty offered a number of small benefits which included an annual payment of $5 in perpetuity and other one-time gifts. In return for these gifts, indigenous people would hereby cede, release, surrender, and yield up to the Government of Canada forever, all their rights, titles, and privileges whatsoever to the lands included within the Treaty 7 boundary. There are so many issues that surround the making of Treaty 7 including the translation, interpretation, the significance of written vs oral accounts of history in European vs Indigenous cultures, and so much more. Take for example the issue of translation. Translation between English and the Blackfoot language proved to be extremely difficult, for example, "There was no word for 'surrendering' or 'relinquishing' of title to land" in the Blackfoot language. So how could it be possible to provide a proper translation and mutual understanding of the Treaty 7?The indigenous leaders who accepted Treaty 7 believed that it was first and foremost, a peace treaty. Elders believed that it was in the interest of the Canadian authorities to ensure peace and order amongst indigenous people and with the Canadian government because this was essential for the protection of the settler populations. In fact, Indigenous people were already very familiar with treaty agreements from previous peace treaty signings. So the treaty, as a surrender of land, was not the way First Nations people understood this agreement.So there is still a lot of misunderstanding around the treaties, but they still exist today and they still protect certain rights of First Nations people.The next step of this project is to create information booklets that summarize the history and context of the Treaty 7 and explore the impacts to Indigenous people. These booklets will serve as a prompt to reflect and critically analyze what the Treaty 7 means, how historical colonial events and documents are relevant today, and how modern-day planning relates to these documents.I'll pass it over to Pallavi now to talk about her project...



Education for Reconciliation(EFR)

URBAN DESIGN 
STUDIO EXHIBITIONMAGAZINESTUDENT 

REFLECTIONSCULTURAL INPUTS

This project aims to contribute to the path of reconciliation and the decolonization of the curriculum.

Image source: Active History

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pallavi:My project Education for Reconciliation, builds on the work undertaken in the PLAN 616, an interdisciplinary urban design studio course for students at SAPL, over the past few years. The latest iteration of the course, in the years 2021/22, focused on Baukultur meaning ‘building culture’ and included the hire of an Indigenous Knowledge Keeper as one of three studio instructor as well as the weekly teachings of various Elders from different Treaty 7 First Nations and the Metis Nation of Alberta. The Students along with the instructors were sat in a circle like in the second picture in the slide while we listened to the elder's input. Students were asked to reflect on each Elder’s input using media like collages; storyboards; writings; sculptures; photographs; and vlog. Artefacts created by students in response to Elder’s stories and teachings will be used to curate a magazine and an exhibition to illustrate how learning and teaching might be used to start walking a parallel path. This includes interviews with Elders and other studio contributors. The EFR project aims to contribute to the path of reconciliation and the decolonization of the curriculum. 



Our Work so far

Education for Reconciliation

 Attended ceremonial 
acknowledgement of project, pipe 
ceremony

 Engaging with PLAN 616 student 
reflections on Elder inputs and stories

 Drafting of a magazine with student 
responses to Elder inputs

 Engaging with elders and getting 
feedback

Picture from the Pipe Ceremony in University of Calgary

“To touch a few of you, and you help touch others.”
- Elder Casey Eagle Speaker

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pallavi:This project started with a pipe ceremony in the campus, blessing the project’s start and sharing the project objectives with the elders and hearing back from them. The picture here is me and Talia along with the research team with elders in the Indigenous Engagement team within the Indigenous strategy or ii’taa’poh’to’p of UofC. We then began with going through a selection of students’ reflections from each elder's input in the urban design course. This was from around 460 artifacts created by 46 students over the period of the studio. Our idea was to build a story about what the elder’s input was about. And, how it can be relayed upon to the general people as a magazine and finally through an exhibition. We have been curating a magazine that showcases image and art representations of elder's inputs, students' reflection on some powerful statements by the elders, application of the students learning and connection to one's culture.  Some reflections were thought provocative, some touching, some very personal, each have different interpretation of learnings from the elders’ inputs. As elder Casey Eagle Speaker in on of his inputs said, the idea was to create an environment where people can listen and to quote, he says, “to touch a few of you, and you help touch others.” Here, the curriculum itself has initiated a path of reconciliation starting from the planning and landscape architecture students in SAPL through learning and reflecting. Similarly, our goal is also a continuance of this, with sharing our experience and learnings to the broader audience of the University of Calgary. Hence, moving towards a parallel path of reconciliation with other professionals and the general public, this project aims to have a greater impact in creating more inclusive, mindful and respectful universities.In the process of reaching this goal, we have also been engaging with elders regarding how the magazine is developing and their thoughts towards it.



How do we move forward? 

We need to:
• Learn more about Indigenous cultures
• But also learn more about the impacts 

of colonialization
• Enter dialogue as there is still too much 

silence and denial
• Actively reflect on how planning and 

planning education can acknowledge 
the truth and contribute to 
reconciliation 

• Critically evaluate and challenge 
colonial systems

• Develop strategies to move forward in 
a good way

"We have two eyes to see, two 
ears to listen, but only one 

mouth to speak."
- Pikanai Elder

Presenter
Presentation Notes
TaliaSo as we uncover the brutal truths of the history of colonialism, and knowing some of the challenges associated with it, how do we move forward?An elder from the Pikanai First Nation once shared with us a profound statement. He said "We have two eyes to see, two ears to listen, but only one mouth to speak." So how can we create the eyes to see and the ears to listen?What we have learned so far, from listening to indigenous elders, from academic research, and from our own reflections is that our path towards reconciliation means taking initiative to learn more about the many indigenous cultures in Canada, but also to learn more about the impacts of colonialization and how what we do as planners and design professionals is interwoven with colonial ways of treating the land. As we have heard from many indigenous communities and elders, we cannot have reconciliation until we have truth. We need to initiate more dialogue with indigenous people and within ourselves, as there is still too much silence and denial regarding these topics. The more we share, the better we can understand different perspectives. We can then take those learnings and reflect on how planning and planning education can acknowledge the truth and contribute to reconciliation. With this knowledge, we can critically think about the impact of colonial systems that exist today and develop strategies to move forward in a good way.



Reflective Question – for you

What can you contribute to the path of reconciliation, as 
an individual and especially as an aspiring planner?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PallaviWe hope that this presentation has inspired you to reflect on your role in the path we are all taking together towards reconciliation. We will leave you with this question: What can you contribute to the path of reconciliation, as an individual and especially as an aspiring planner?We don't expect for you to answer this question in this session, but if you feel you'd like to share your thoughts or experiences, please feel free to do so once we get to the question-and-answer period.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
PallaviHere is a list of the major references we have used so far in our research and in creating this presentation. If you want to learn more, the book covers on this slide are some great books that have inspired us throughout this process, and we highly recommend adding them to your reading list.



School of Architecture, 
Planning and Landscape, 
University of Calgary
https://sapl.ucalgary.ca/

Contacts

Talia Mimura
talia.mimura@ucalgary.ca
linkedin.com/in/talia-mimura-22906a124/

Pallavi Singh
pallavi.singh@ucalgary.ca
linkedin.com/in/pallavi-singh-in/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pallavi:These projects are still in progress, but it has been our pleasure to share what we have developed and learned so far. Thank you for listening.If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to ask them in the Q&A period or reach out to either of us via email or connect with us on LinkedIn.
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