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Why we are here:
to share perspectives



Land Acknowledgement

Why do a land acknowledgement and why is it relevant to planners?

Recognizes the people who have been here, the history
of relationships with them, acknowledges that we are
newcomers, acknowledges our shared responsibility for
caring for the land, recognizes Indigenous governments
and its an act of reconciliation — this is a process we
have learned from Indigenous people who show
respect to each other when they visit someone else’s
territory.

Respectfully, we begin by acknowledging that we are in the ancestral and
unceded Traditional Territory of the Algonquin People. We recognize the
Algonquins as the stewards of these lands and resources — in the past, in the
present and in the future.



Historical Indigenous Land Governance

Map Rock, Idaho
10,000 BC


https://crystaltrulove.com/2010/07/08/map-rock-shoshone-petroglyphs/

Legend

Lands and waters with no
Indigenous rights and interests




625 First Nations in Canada

130 First Nations in Ontario




Relationship with the Crown

Royal Proclamation 1763

Treaty of Niagara 1764


https://unpublishedottawa.com/letter/36916/open-letter-minister-indigenous-northern-affairs-canada%E2%80%99s-constitutional-beginnings-and

Shifting Land Relationships

Treaty of Niagara 1764 Wampum Belt

American Revolution and United Empire Loyalists War of 1812



Planning as a tool of colonialism

Settler Population in Ontario
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“Land was the economic foundation of early
nineteenth century Ontario society and the value
of white claims on Indian lands was enormous.”
Harring, 1998



Reserve Creation &
Planning

Ishkonigaaning: Place of left overs, scraps
or garbage

... ded by modifis par

Indian Act, 1876 e.g. Williams Treaty
Or
Robinson Huron Treaty



Framework Agreement on
First Nations Land
Management

* First Nations can opt out of the land
management sections of the Indian Act
* Land Code

* Nation to Nation agreement

* Over 150 signatories across the country



Mizaghetawan First Nation









Hwy 69 Major Projects

Province of Ontario’s Hwy 69  Henvey Inlet 300 MW Wind Farm
Four Laning Project 68 Km 86 Km Transmission Line



Sovereignty & Jurisdiction

March 2013 Magnetawan First Nation became signatory of
the Framework Agreement on First Nation lands (eliminates
44 sections of the archaic Indian Act — Act Indigenous)

On June 20, 2015 Magnetawan First Nation ratified our own
Land Code

Section 7 of the MFN Land Code allows MFN to make land
laws that we administer, monitor, enforce and provide
penalties for any breach of our Laws.












Indian Act/Colonization

* Generations of failure
*Not Negotiated

*Not Collaborative

*No Consent Achieved

* Not Mutually Beneficial

e Solution was to Assimilate an entire culture



“l cannot but think that it is much to be regretted
that steps were not taken to investigate
thoroughly and extinguish all Indian claims before
licenses of exploration or grants of land were
conceded by the Government in this territory”

(549



Present Day

Indigenize Planning

Planning to Indigenize

Indian Act — Act Indigenous
Fail to Prepare — Prepare to Fail

Indigenous Planners like myself play a key role in
decision making at the leadership level



Collaborative Consent

Natural Law

Inherent Indigenous Rights

Robinson-Huron Treaty of 1850
Chi-Naaknigewin (Anishinabek Constitution)
Canadian Constitution Act (Section 35)

Framework Agreement on First Nations Lands (Land Code —
Land Laws)

United Nations Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP 2007)

Right to Self Determination

Case Law (TSilhgot'in etc.)



Indigenous Law

e Traditions & Customs of any Indigenous Group play
a very important role in sustainable development
on first nation lands

 Traditional Land Use Studies

e Committee Structure
e Elder, Citizen, Youth

e Where we have been — where we are — where we want
to go



Recent Projects

Traditional Land-Use & Mapping Study
Wetland Mapping

Capital Plan

Land-Use Plan

Environmental Management Plan
Flood Plain Mapping

Fisheries & Species Monitoring

- Sturgeon & walleye assessment

- 8 year reptile population research

- Road mortality research

- Bat, moose, medicine, climate monitoring

Aboriginal Fund for Species At Risk

Community Based Climate Change Monitoring Program
Turtle First-Response station

Turtle nest incubation station





















Magnetawan River Bridge Option 2









Integrating Traditional Knowledge
and Western Science to Monitor g g, s
the Impacts of Climate Change on
Culturally Significant and at-Risk
Ecology of Indigenous Lands

%/IcM%ster
Meiraea |



Magnetawan First Nation in
Eastern Georgian Bay

* 4700 ha

* Pristine contiguous wetlands:
marsh, swamp, fen, bog and
peatlands

* Biodiversity hotspot for SAR
reptiles

* Travel routes for ungulates
(moose, deer and elk)

* Habitat for fur bearers, mammals,
birds, amphibians and insects and
more!




Purpose

* Foster collaborations and
engagement between Indigenous
and academic communities

* Build capacity, identify risks to
Indigenous people, lands &
resources vulnerable to climate
change

* Adaptation planning



Indigenous
Science
(TEK)

Western Citizen
Science Science



* Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK)

* Community engagement

* Micro-meteorological and ecological approaches
* |dentify key factors influenced by climate change



Objectives

e Establish understanding of
how climate change impacts
traditional ways of life,
culture and community

* Aid in development of
research & adaptation
planning

e Results contribute to land
use and adaptation planning






Find us on Social Medial!

* Instagram: @Species_at_risk_on_the _mag
* Facebook: @MagFnLandsandResources
* YouTube: Magnetawan LandsTeam



Environmental Sustainable
Development

Build internal capacity/support
If Indigenous then community driven
Relationship with land/environment

Cooperation and collaboration to achieve consent on
planning/mitigation, accommodation &
compensation

Fail to plan — plan to fail

Negotiation









Build Relationships









Meaningful
engagement through
accountability




Elders are knowledge
keepers




Start with preserving
what matterssTHEN
understand where

development can occur




Spend time in the
community and
on the land with people.



Ask Yourself

How are you making the voices of your community
heard?

How are you reflecting/ engaging/ respecting the history
of your community?

How are you enabling an inclusive community?

How are you planning for long-term future health,
well-being, resiliency of your community?

How are you identifying and protecting what matters?

How are you ingraining stewardship of the land in your
community?

How are you embedding yourself in your community?



“We did not inherit this land from our
ancestors, we are borrowing it from our
great grand-children”

Miigwetch for your time

Anthony Laforge: larc@magnetawanfirstnation.com
Jeremy Shute: Jeremy.shute@sharedvaluesolutions.com
Mitchell Avis: Mitchell.avis@sharedvaluesolutions.com
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