




Respectfully, we begin by acknowledging that we are in the ancestral and 
unceded Traditional Territory of the Algonquin People. We recognize the 
Algonquins as the stewards of these lands and resources – in the past, in the 
present and in the future.

Why do a land acknowledgement and why is it relevant to planners?

Recognizes the people who have been here, the history 
of relationships with them, acknowledges that we are 
newcomers, acknowledges our shared responsibility for 
caring for the land, recognizes Indigenous governments 
and its an act of reconciliation – this is a process we 
have learned from Indigenous people who show 
respect to each other when they visit someone else’s 
territory.

Land Acknowledgement 



Map Rock, Idaho
10,000 BC

https://crystaltrulove.com/2010/07/08/map-rock-shoshone-petroglyphs/

Historical Indigenous Land Governance

https://crystaltrulove.com/2010/07/08/map-rock-shoshone-petroglyphs/






https://unpublishedottawa.com/letter/36916/open-letter-minister-indigenous-northern-affairs-canada%E2%80%99s-constitutional-beginnings-and




Sidney Harring, 1998 “The Six Nations Confederacy, Aboriginal Sovereignty and 
Ontario Aboriginal Law: 1790-1860.

Ongoing dispossession of lands
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“Land was the economic foundation of early 
nineteenth century Ontario society and the value 
of white claims on Indian lands was enormous.” 
Harring, 1998

Planning as a tool of colonialism















Sovereignty & Jurisdiction

March 2013 Magnetawan First Nation became signatory of 
the Framework Agreement on First Nation lands (eliminates 
44 sections of the archaic Indian Act – Act Indigenous)

On June 20, 2015 Magnetawan First Nation ratified our own 
Land Code

Section 7 of the MFN Land Code allows MFN to make land 
laws that we administer, monitor, enforce and provide 
penalties for any breach of our Laws.











“I cannot but think that it is much to be regretted 
that steps were not taken to investigate 
thoroughly and extinguish all Indian claims before 
licenses of exploration or grants of land were 
conceded by the Government in this territory”

Lord Elgin, Governor General of Canada, 
1849 





Collaborative Consent
• Natural Law

• Inherent Indigenous Rights

• Robinson-Huron Treaty of 1850

• Chi-Naaknigewin (Anishinabek Constitution)

• Canadian Constitution Act  (Section 35)

• Framework Agreement on First Nations Lands (Land Code –
Land Laws)

• United Nations Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(UNDRIP 2007)

• Right to Self Determination

• Case Law  (Tŝilhqot'in etc.)



Indigenous Law
• Traditions & Customs of any Indigenous Group play 

a very important role in sustainable development 
on first nation lands

• Traditional Land Use Studies

• Committee Structure
• Elder, Citizen, Youth
• Where we have been – where we are – where we want 

to go

















Magnetawan River Bridge Option 2























Environmental Sustainable 
Development

• Build internal capacity/support

• If Indigenous then community driven

• Relationship with land/environment

• Cooperation and collaboration to achieve consent on 
planning/mitigation, accommodation & 
compensation

• Fail to plan – plan to fail

• Negotiation





















• How are you making the voices of your community 
heard?

• How are you reflecting/ engaging/ respecting the history 
of your community?

• How are you enabling an inclusive community?

• How are you planning for long-term future health, 
well-being, resiliency of your community?

• How are you identifying and protecting what matters?

• How are you ingraining stewardship of the land in your 
community?

• How are you embedding yourself in your community?

Ask Yourself
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