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Church buildings represent one of Canada's most under-utilized 
large asset classes. Within this new Foundation, Canada's 
financial and property sectors are coming together to look at 
how we can increase community and charitable utilization. 
We are creating a new phase or category of infrastructure 
which builds core Canadian values of friendship and 
neighborliness.  It is time for this new model, and it is my 
privilege to be part of an expert team of volunteer advisors 
using our skills to make this happen.
Jason Barrett, Director, Business Development at Ardenton 
Capital Corporation



Churches and Historial Urbanism

I. Many of Canada’s finest church buildings were given free land and tax benefit in exchange for 
providing national and linguistic gatherings for Canada’s second nations of French, English, 
Scottish, Irish and later other European migrants.

II. When Scotland wanted Scots to emigrate from Scotland they built Presbyterian churches. When 
England wanted the English to emigrate from England and feel at home, they built Anglican 
churches.

III. Houses of worship were built to provide refuge, social ties, economic networks  and embody a 
spiritual and cultural presence in a new world.

IV. Canadians arriving after World War 2 were not being offered a prime acre of land to build a faith 
community. 
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Our Urban Challenge

“Our City has seen seven church closures, one wrecking ball and a growing sense of frustration by the community at 
the loss of their neighborhood heritage. We need a multi-level policy solution to the planning crisis caused by 
widespread church failures across Canada” 

- Erik Hanson, Heritage Planner, City of Peterborough, Ontario

● The National Trust for Canada reports that religious institutions are the second-largest landholder in 
Canada, behind only the Federal government.

● Estimates are that 10,000 of Canada’s 28,000 church buildings will close in the next 10 years.

● There are 86,000 registered charities in Canada and 30,000 are religious. 20,000 of these own a building 
and 6,000 are in some state of financial disrepair with multi-year deficits. 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2OqlKc_fXc


Socio-economic Impact of Church Closures

I. Between 2009 and 2018, 4,289 Canadian congregations closed.

II.The declared value of closed church land and buildings during this period was $14.5 billion.

III.In their final year of operation, assets reported by closed congregations totaled almost $850 million.

IV.TCF measures the impact of church closures on communities.

Source: Charities Directorate and CRA T3010 annual filings
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Neighborhood Churches: St. Jax, Montreal

The Anglican Diocese of 
Montreal, Church of England 
Diocese of London (UK), 
Action Refugee Montreal, 
Cirque Le Monastere and face 
50 other nonprofits and 
charities have come together 
to form this pilot project, 
activating one of Montreal's 
most iconic 30,000 sq ft 
heritage church buildings + 
10,000 sq feet of green space.
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St Jax Montreal
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zD98A0jnXY4


Cities: McConnell Foundation and Montreal Round Table 
Program
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Regions: The Diocese of Huron and Sarnia
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Regions: The Diocese of Huron and Sarnia
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Regions: The Diocese of Huron and Sarnia
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New Steeple: TCF Fund and Brokerage Service
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Barbara Myers
barbara.myers@trinitycentres.org

trinitycentres.org
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