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What is agriculture?



Agriculture
the growing raising, managing and/or sale of 
livestock, crops, horticulture and agriculture 
related products or services including food, feed, 
fibre, energy and other complementary value-
added activities

the agricultural system includes all the 

components of a healthy farming sector in an 

agricultural area  



Myths About Agriculture
Most Canadian farms are family owned and operated

True or False?



Myths About Agriculture
Agriculture is heavily subsidized. True or False?

We have very few (if any) true subsidies left - most of 
these were eliminated as part of the ascension of the 
WTO… 

John Cranfield, University of Guelph



Myths About Agriculture
Do you have a favourite myth about agriculture?



Brief story



The value of agriculture?



An economic activity



Food & food security



An alternative life style 



Environmental goods & services



Community character



Major trends?



Demand Increases

1

2



Volatility in supply



Volatility in markets



Productivity change to 2080 
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Cost management competiveness





Changing rural character



Specialization



Innovation

Driven by economics but enabled by technology



Agri-tourism



Quality:  organics, traceability









Agriculture, Policy & 

Competition for Land



Land Fragmentation



Changing views in the countryside



Evolving Policy



Changing views over time…



Conservation



Competition for land





Protect my land till I want to retire



Planning For Agriculture: 
Case Studies and Stories





Lancaster County, PA (OFT)



Talk to a Farmer



Planners 

as myth 

busters



Agriculture in the Edmonton region



Parkland County 1978 GMP



Provincial land use policies



2003





Selected Indicators 2001 2011 % Change

Total Area of Farms (Acres)

Parkland 475,926 401,863 -16%

Sturgeon 499,567 481,583 -4%

Lamont 524,636 595,608 14%

Strathcona 256,270 220,184 -14%

Leduc 564,298 589,978 5%

Number of Farms

Parkland 1,144 782 -32%

Sturgeon 1,055 823 -22%

Lamont 910 753 -17%

Strathcona 896 658 -27%

Leduc 1,464 1,255 -14%

Mandatory statistics slide





Conversion as a last resort





Parkland County







Town of Stony Plain







… an evolving story!

Political will? 



Planning for Agriculture

Lessons from John and Wayne



Recognize agriculture as an integral part of 
the community



Have a comprehensive approach



A commitment to agriculture 

Communities need to assert their 

commitment to agriculture with a 

clear political strategy supported by:

• viable governance structures

• strong economic development

• communications

• land use plans

• infrastructure policies. 



An example



Link Agriculture  System Components



Members of SPADE:  Saving Penticton's Agriculture from Division and Extinction

Shared leadership + advocacy



Land use policy:

have an agricultural perspective



Manage conflict



Minimize Land Fragmentation



Consider Innovative Approaches 
(such as Transfer of Development Credits)



Diary Cows (Cows/km2)

Development: the impact on Agriculture? 
(agricultural impact assessment)



Economic development strategies: 

have an agricultural component



Create Infrastructure in support of agriculture





Your thoughts?


