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THEN: Problem defined as sprawl
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Suburban dream lives on: Harris

But Premier claims
905 government
is just not working

BY CAROLINE MALLAN
QUEEN'S PARK BUREAU CHIEF

Any move by the Ontario govern-
ment to deal with urban sprawl in the
GTA will not interfere with the subur-
ban dream that families who moved to
the 905 areas were secking, Premier
Mike Harris said yesterday.

Harris made his remarks during a
luncheon speech to the Toronto Real
Estate Board about the challenges fac-
ing Greater Toronto in the years
anhead.

The Premier said that despite his
stated intent to try to ease the gridlock
that is affecting the region on a daily
basis, families will always have the
choice of a large suburban home.

“Visionary growth also includes
choices, this is very important, the
choice that every citizen, [ believe, and
every family is entitled to have, about
raising children with a large backyard,
and room in a neighbourhood and a
park at the end of the street,” Harris
said.

He said others may choose the con-
venience of downtown condominium
living and a short walk instead of a
long commute to work.

In a speech that emphasized the
need for sound planning when il
comes to growth, Harris said his Con-
servative government is capable of
making the unpopular decisions about
how best to manage growth

The speech was the second this
week on the topic of tough choices,
but once again the Premier did not
give any specifics about his plans to
ease congestion and the pollution that
comes with too much traffic.

Speaking to reporters afterward,
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The province is prcr_lm a report
from the GTSB this spring “with rec-
ommendations for better governance.

Harris said his speech was part of a
consultation process to find solutions
to the problems associated with un-
planned urban sprawl,
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[ already spend way too much time
stuck in traffic and I know you do,
too,” he told the audience,

Harris also hinted at incentives for
developers who reclaim abandoned
industrial sites, so-called “brown-
fields,” for housing projects.
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Improved choice

but also, suburbs as viable,

Mike Harris



THEN: Solution became EREES

“smart growth”

The central Ontaric Smart Growth panel wants your views,

Lad by Mississauga Mayor Hazel MeCaliion, the panel was appointed by the Ontarin gevemment
It was asked fo heild cansensus oo ways to manage future gowth. Before presenting ds ideas
to the gewemment, the panel wanls to hear your thoughts an its ideas for dealing with traffic
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Thursday, February 27
3 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. (panel presentation at 7 p.m.)
Memarial Hall, Burgundy Room
North York Civic Centre
5700 Yonge Street. Lower Level

The panels dreit resammend ations 2re sunmarized n & dismiassion paper entiled
Shape the Future. This docoment il 2 posted oafine and availablz al lhe conslaiions !
For more dormation, ealt us bl fres at 1-808-478-9761 ar visil '

www.smartgrowth.gov.on.ca
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groundwork
for Greenbelt
& Growth Plan
laid by earlier
conservative
government

Greenbelt
“ascam”

“flawed policy
from the liberal
government”

Doug
Ford



“‘common
sense
revolution”

affordable
housing
downloaded

Articler Toronto Star, Sat. Oct. 4,2003,B5;



Sprawl defined
the challenge for
the Growth Plan

“better”
sliellism THEN: Problem defined as sprawl

THEN: Solution: smart / “better” growth



NOW: Problem no longer “sprawl”
Not enough places to grow / suppl

“We believe as a
government that

all of

Ontariois a
place to
grow”

$T0 Grow Act, 2005 enables the development of regional growth plans that guide government
mvestments and land use planning policies.

As the GGH grows and changes, we must continue to value what makes this region unique to ensure the
sustained prosperity of Ontario, its people, and future generations. While growth is an important part of vibrant,
diversified urban and rural communities and economies, the magnitude of growth that is expected over the
coming decades for the GGH presents several challenges:

Increased demand for major infrastructure imvestments driven by population growth, the need to
renew aging infrastructure and continuing infrastructure deficits associated with levw—densit—arban-
spravdunmanaged growth, combined with relatively scarce financial resources, means an ever greater 0
imperative to plan to optimize existing assets and make the best use of limited resources by coul@m e
full life cycle costs. \;
Increased traffic congestion, and the resulting delays in the movement of people ’11

GGH. 1s costing billions of dollars in lost GDP every year.
| * s "pra‘."lUmuan'iUed orowth can degrade the region’s air quality; W’ite1 natma

heritage resources, such as rivers, lakes, woodlands, and wetlands; and cultural her: rm > resourcees.

*

Steve
Clark



NOW: Problem is supply; Problem Is planning.
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NOW: Solution I1s Fast Growth

Housing supply: Ontario's five-paint.plan_

Speed:

Red tape and paperwork can add years to a construction project. We will maintain Ontario's strong
environmental protections, while making the development approvals process faster.

® © © ® |

Cost:

Layers of permits, government approvals and charges by municipalities add to the cost of building new
homes. We will make costs more predictable, to encourage developers to build more housing.

Mix:

we'll make it easier to build different types of housing - from detached houses and townhomes to
mid-rise rental apartments, second units and family-sized condos. We need a variety.

Rent:

There are more people locking for homes than there are places to rent. We will protect tenants and
make it easier to build rental housing.

Innovation:

This means everything from new housing designs and materials to creative approaches to home-
ownership and more. We'll encourage more innovation and creativity in Ontario’s housing sector and
make sure government isn't standing in the way.
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TAKE-AWAYS

Fast growth accelerates a market-based
approach that has deepened the housing crisis.

Planning processes and regulations —
comparatively easy to change by political actors
who need to be seen as intervening in a Crisis —
have become scapegoats to blame for delays
and housing shortfalls.
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TAKE-AWAY QUESTIONS

Trading core planning values for
fast growth?

Will these changes deliver speed,
hlgh-quallty developments, or
affordability?

How else would you define
contemporary planning
problems & solutions?
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