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TPL digital archives, Toronto Star, 2/11/1993: https://digitalarchive.tpl.ca/objects/236170/traffic-bound?ctx=4f46b8052783a0f325e34a4b6d05bbbe36f35062&idx=14

THEN: Problem defined as sprawl



Article: Toronto Star, Thurs. Feb 1, 2001, B2; Image (background edited) from: CTV, https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/former-ontario-premier-mike-harris-ranked-top-premier-since-1981-report-1.2587641 

“I already spend 
way too much 
time stuck in 
traffic and I 
know you do 

too”

THEN: Problem defined as sprawl
(but also, suburbs as viable, improved choice)

Mike Harris

smart growth
sprawl



Toronto Star 26 Feb 2003: A13.

THEN: Solution became 
“smart growth”

Toronto Star 15 Aug. 2002: A1.



Toronto Star Aug. 15, 2002; Apr. 18, 2003: F1.

Hazel McCallion



Toronto Star, Aug 13, 2003, A19

Toronto Star
sprawl coverage

early 2000s peak

smart growth coverage

Proquest, Toronto Star archives

media attention
2000-2003

Toronto Star 15 Aug 2002: A7.



Article: Toronto Star, Sat. Jan. 6, 2001, B4-B5;
Image (background edited): https://smartcdn.gprod.postmedia.digital/financialpost/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/doug-ford-0602-ph.jpg

Greenbelt
“a scam”

“flawed policy 
from the liberal 

government”

but 
groundwork 
for Greenbelt 
& Growth Plan 
laid by earlier 
conservative 
government Doug 

Ford



Article: Toronto Star, Sat. Oct. 4, 2003, B5;

“common 
sense 

revolution”

affordable 
housing 

downloaded



Toronto Star13 July 2004: A14. Places to Grow, Government of Ontario

“better” 
growth THEN: Problem defined as sprawl

THEN: Solution: smart / “better” growth

Sprawl defined 
the challenge for 
the Growth Plan



NOW: Problem no longer “sprawl” 
Not enough places to grow / supply. 
2019 changes: Places to Grow to “A Place to Grow” 

“We believe as a 
government that 

all of 
Ontario is a 

place to 
grow”

2019, May 16 Growth Plan Blackline, unofficial comparison by Osler Hoskin Harcourt LLP; image source (background edited: 
https://torontosun.com/news/provincial/steve-clark-resigns-as-minister-of-municipal-affairs-and-housing

Steve 
Clark



NOW: Problem is supply; Problem is planning.

…

…



NOW: Solution is Fast Growth



TAKE-AWAYS
Fast growth accelerates a market-based 
approach that has deepened the housing crisis.

Planning processes and regulations – 
comparatively easy to change by political actors 
who need to be seen as intervening in a crisis – 
have become scapegoats to blame for delays 
and housing shortfalls.

Author photo



TAKE-AWAY QUESTIONS

Photo source: @author photo+dall-e

Trading core planning values for 
fast growth?

Will these changes deliver speed, 
high-quality developments, or 
affordability?

How else would you define 
contemporary planning 
problems & solutions?
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